


Reading 



Why? The Purpose of Reading 
  

ÅDevelop lifelong skills 

ÅAccessing the curriculum throughout school career  

ÅReading for pleasure  

ÅEscapism from the world 

ÅExploring own interests  

ÅDevelops independence  

ÅExpands knowledge  

ÅOpens doors to other opportunities! 



ÅEvidence from OECD (2002) found that reading 
ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
educational success. 
 

ÅChildren who read very little do not have the 
benefits that come with reading, and studies 
show that when struggling readers are not 
motivated to read, their opportunities to learn 
decrease significantly. 

 (Baker, Dreher and Guthrie, 2000 ς  cited in Clark and Rumbold, 2006) 



ÅClark (2011) in a large scale survey of over 18,000 
young people found that those who reported 
enjoying reading very much were six times more 
likely than those who did not enjoy reading to 
read above the expected level for their age.  
 

ÅYoung people who reported not enjoying reading 
at all were 11 times more likely than those who 
enjoyed reading very much to read below the 
level expected for their age.  





Testing 
 
Å In terms of testing, you may have heard what a 

challenge the SATs Reading paper was to the 
country last year - ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
going to get any easier!  
 

ÅThere are examples of questions for you to have 
a look at the end if you wish. 



Look at the paragraph beginning: Glancing nervously...  

 

Find and copy one word meaning relatives from long ago. 

 

_____________________________________________  



éthey crossed the glassy surface of the lake.  

Give two impressions this gives you of the water. 

 

1. ___________________________________ 

 

2.  ___________________________________  



émilled around in bewilderment (page 8)  

 

Explain what this description suggests about the baby 

warthogs.  

 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 



Curious and unafraid, the animals of Mauritius 
offered themselves up for slaughter... (page 10)  
 
Why were the dodos curious and unafraid?  

 

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 



ÅReading is central to everything that we do in 
school ς and teaching reading is at the heart of 
what we do ς and we regularly tell the children 
that their reading is their most important 
homework. 
 

ÅWe have taught thousands of children over 
time, and we know it is a complex thing ς it 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΣ 
or to know exactly what to do for the best. 
 

Å It is a never ending journey. 



In School 
ÅSecuring those early skills  
ÅDecoding words  
ÅBuilding up phonics and sight vocabulary  
 
This is why most children start reading on a 
reading scheme to track and match their 
development 
 
Books are carefully matched  



Reciprocal Reading 
 

ÅWe also do Reciprocal Reading in all classes 
across the school to share and unpick texts 
together.   

 

ÅWe find an appropriate text that is going to be 
the core of our theme work and that is 
sufficiently challenging for the children. 

 

ÅTogether we read a section at a time ς and talk 
ŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
recognise and consider why the author has 
chosen those words.   



Vocab Book 
 ÅWe collect any new words in our own Vocab 

Books to come back to and use in our own 
work.  



ÅWe use drama techniques, pictures and toys to 
act out the story - stopping and pausing to talk 
about how characters might feel, to predict what 
might happen next and to summarise what has 
already happened.   

 







ÅWe use this to develop their writing.   
 
ÅThrough this process children are able to talk 

about what they have understood or not 
understood about the text in a way that we 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
book.   

 
ÅWe then have at least 30 children sharing and 

adding their ideas to the mix. 



emphasise 

 
italics 

CAPITAL LETTERS 

bold 

underlining 

exclamation marks! 

óinverted commasô 



suspense 

 

 

What is the writer keeping you 

waiting to find out? 
 

What is the problem  

or mystery? 



Explain how 

you know that 
the man was frightened. 

 
                         He looked around him -              

�Zn���Œ�À�}�µ�•�o�Ç�[ 
 

                             He �Z���Œ�]�����[ when he 
spoke 

 

                 He stepped over the       
                       sleeping �Á�}�o�(���Z�����µ�š�]�}�µ�•�o�Ç�[-          
.        so he must have been scared of it.  
 

EVIDENCE 


