
 

            

 

                                                                                                      

 

 

Key Knowledge  
Measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes 
 
                                                                                                           5 cm                                                                   
     3cm 
 
                                                                             2 cm                                                       2 cm                                        
 
 
 
                                                                                                          5 cm 
                                                                                               
                                                                                      5 cm + 2 cm + 5 cm + 2 cm = 14 cm 3 cm + 3 cm + 3 cm + 3cm + 3 cm = 15cm 

                       or     3 cm x 5 = 15 cm 
 

              - - - - - - - - - = perimeter                                                                       
                                                                                                ?                                          
  

      
 
                                            6cm          perimeter = 20 cm              
                                       6 cm + 6 cm = 12 cm 
                                       20 cm – 12 cm = 8 cm 
                                               8 cm ÷ 2 = 4 cm 

What should I already know? 

- Recognise and name common 2-D shapes. 
- Identify and describe the properties of 2-D shapes, including the number of sides. 
- Describing length as equal or unequal and longer or shorter.  
- Recognising regular shapes as having equal sides. 

 Year 3 Maths: Perimeter 

 

Key Vocabulary and definitions 
perimeter The edge, or boundary, of an 

area or shape. 
regular 
shape 

2D shapes with closed sides, 
where all sides are the same 
length and all the interior 
angles are equal. 

 


